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SEATED  DOLLARS 


1840  EF-45   $225 

1841  AU-50+  Almost  full 
lustre   275 

1842  EF-45  160 

1842  VG-8   75 

1843  EF-40   .  .150 

1844  AU-50+  Mintage 

of  20,000  395 

1844  Flne-12   150 

1845  AU-50+  Mintage 

of  24,500  375 

1845      VF-35   239 

1845  VG-8   129 

1846  VF-30   110 

1846-0    AU-50  Scarce  In  higfi 

grades   450 

1846-0    EF-40  +  Nice  original, 

uncleaned  coin.  Scarce  249 

1846-0    EF-40   220 

1846-0    VF-35   179 

1847  Ch.  AU-55  +  Well  struck 
and  proof-like  335 

1848  VG-10.  Very  scarce  date 
with  a  mintage  of  just 
15,000   129 

1849  AU-50   239 

1850-0    VF/EF-35  + A  very 

scarce  date  in  high  grades 

495 

1850-0    F/VF-15.  Really  a  VF 

coin  but  LIBERTY  a  trifle 
weak  225 

1850-0    G/VG-6+  '  149 

1854  Fine-12   225 

1 855  VF-25  Clean  and  defect 
free,  a  very  scarce  date 

.  .425 

1856  Ch.  Br.  Proof-60/65. 
Only  35-40  known.  Far 
above  average  for  an 
early  Proof  Dollar  .  .  .3250 

1856      EF-40.  A  scarce  date 

despite  mintage  of  63,500  . 335 

m.  b.  siyyions  & 
associates,  ltd 


1859  Ch.  Br.  Proof-60  + 
Light  golden  patina. 
Very  close  to  Gem  $1195 

1859-  S  VG/F-10   149 

1860  EF-45    240 

1860-  0  Gem  BU-65  +  A  common 
date  in  uncommon  condition. 
Full  frosty  lustre  with  almost 
no  bag  marks-quite  unusual 
for  this  date   1175 

1862    EF-45   575 

1862    VF-20   375 

1862    F/VF-15   350 

1 862  AU-50A/ery  badly  nicked 
and  scratched.  One  of  the  very 
scarcest  dollars  250 

1863  EF-40   250 

1863  VF-20  More  than  its  share 
of  tiny  bag  marks  175 

1864  EF-40   240 

1864      VF/EF-35  Reverse  nick 

at  F  in  OF,  otherwise 

choice  225 

1864       VG/F-10   160 

1866       Fine-12   .160 

1866      VG-10.  49,625  minted  125 

1868      Good-6   80 

1870-CC    AU-50.  Semi  P/L 

surfaces  475 

1870-CC    VG-8.  Reverse 

grades  VF  130 

1871       Gem  BU-65.  Superb 

milkwhite  frosty  surfaces.  About 
as  fine  an  example  of  a  Motto  Seated 

Dollar  as  can  be  found  1250 

1871       VF-20   90 

1871  Fine-15   79 

1872  VF-35   115 

1872       VF-25   100 

1872       VF-20   90 

1872      Fine-15   79 

1872-S  VG/F-10  +  Only  9000 

minted,  very  scarce   130 

1872-S    VG-10   120 

1872-S    VG-8   110 

1872-CC    VG-10  Light  obverse 

scratch   250 
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COIN- CENSUS  #1 
CENSUS  OF  THE  NON-PROOF  1864-P  HALF-DIME 

By 

ROY  D.  ASH 

After  twenty-six  months  of  researching  numismatic  advertisements, 
auction  catalogs,  and  collection  inventories,  I  have  compiled  the  following 
data  on  the  1864  Philadephia  minted  business  strike  half-dime. 

CENSUS:  1864-P  BUSINESS  STRIKE  HALF— DIME 


QP^PE  POPULATION    RARITY  FACTOR 

Good-Very  Good 
Fine-Very  Fine 
Very  Fine 

Very  Fine-Extra  Fine 
Extra  Fine 
About  Unc 
Unc 
Totals 


17-19 

R-6 

3-5 

R-7 

2 

R-8 

2 

R-8 

2 

R-8 

2 

R-8 

20-24 

R-6 

48-56 

R-5 

All  Philadelphia  business  strikes  in  the  half-dime  series  from  '863-1868 
inclusive  are  very  difficult  to  locate  and  seldom  seen  in  current  advertise- 
ments. Although  dramatic  increases  in  price  have  drawn  a  few  more  speci- 
mens out  in  the  last  couple  of  years,  most  of  the  larger  and  more  complete 
collections  auctioned  off  in  this  century  have  possessed  these  issues  in  proof 
condition  only.  The  reasons  for  this  are  two-fold.  First,  the  business  strikes 
were  then  as  now  difficult  to  obtain  and  second,  during  the  time  frame  that 
these  collections  were  being  assembled,  proofs  were  considced  by  many  to 
be  a  superior  grade  of  coinage.  This  belief  is  not  universally  accepted  today 
causing  an  increased  demand  on  an  already  limited  supply  of  business 
strikes  for  these  issues. 

Most  Liberty  Seated  specialists  list  the  1864  half-dime  as  the  most  diffi- 
cult to  acquire  of  the  dates  being  discussed  here.  The  actual  mintage  is  still 
uncertain  as  there  are  several  conflicting  mint  records  and  reports  on  the 
subject.  My  findings  reveal  that  the  1864  and  1867  appear  at  about  the  same 
frequency,  the  1865  and  1866  only  a  little  more  often.  The  1863  and  1868 
appear  a  little  more  frequently  then  the  other  four,  especially  in  the  lower 
grades.  In  mint  state,  all  of  these  issues  can  be  purchased  for  a  price  with 
little  difficulty.  In  the  intermediate  grades  they  are  all  difficult  to  find  at 
any  price. 

The  disparity  of  numbers  found  in  the  preceding  table  is  due  to  situa- 
tions where  the  sale  and  subsequent  readvertisement  of  individual  speci- 
mens could  neither  be  verified  nor  denied.  Also  there  exist  unaccounted  for 
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specimens  which  shall  never  be  recorded  owing  to  reasons  of  security, 
anonymity,  lack  of  knowledge,  or  indifference.  These  findings  are  not  con- 
clusive but  are  realistic  estimates  of  the  market  availability  of  the  1864-P 
non-proof  half-dime.  The  total  number  listed  is  somewhat  higher  then  pre- 
vious estimates  but  does  reveal  that  some  75%  of  all  available  specimens 
are  in  two  distinct  grades,  the  lowest  and  the  highest.  Therefore,  it  should 
be  noted  by  those  persons  attempting  to  complete  their  half-dime  set  that 
very  few  pieces  are  available  in  grades  from  "fine  through  about  UNC." 

Another  deficiency  of  a  survey  of  this  type  is  the  inability  to  determine 
how  many  of  the  lower  grade  specimens  are  actually  circulated  proofs.  Per- 
sonally. I  believe  there  are  very  few  former  proofs  among  low  grade  speci- 
mens, but  it  should  be  mentioned  for  accuracy. 


MAIL  BID  SALE 

CLOSING  DATE  DECEMBERS. 


Lot  #  Description 
HALF  DIMES 

1.  1837  No  Stars  AG 

2.  1837  No  Stars,  Good 

3.  1849-0  Good 

4.  1853  No  Arrows  XF-45 

DIMES 

5.  1837  No  Stars  AG 

6.  1837  No  Stars  Good 

7.  1838-0  No  Stars  AG 

8.  1849-0  VG-8 

9.  1862-SVG-10 

10.  1867-SG-4 

11.  1874  Fine-12 

12.  1884-SVG 

13.  1889-SVF 


1977 

Lot#  Description 
QUARTERS 

14.  1850-0  Good-4 

15.  1850-0  VG-10 

16.  1853-0  G-4 

17.  1859-S  VG-10 

18.  1860-S  Filler 

19.  1860-S  VG-10 

20.  1861-S  VF  (PLAT) 

21.  1873-S  With  Arrows  VF-35 

22.  1891-0  VG 


Steven  D.  Last 
COIN  COUNTRY 

7788-A  University  Avenue 
LaMesa.  California  92041 


Telephone:  714-464-1945 


We  need  1886-S  dimes.  1849-0  and  1860-S  quarters  and  all  1853 
No  Arrows  material.  Any  Grade. 
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LIBERTY  SEATED  TYPE  SET 


Want  a  nice  challenge?  Well,  how  about  a  nice  Liberty  Seated  Type  Set. 
You  can  build  a  Half  Dime  set,  Dime  set.  Quarter  set  -  or,  if  you  wish  - 
try  for  a  complete  set  from  Half  Dimes  to  Dollars.  Below  is  a  suggestion 
for  iust  half  dimes. 

HALF  DIMES 
Type  I 

No  Stars,  Philadelphia  reverse  - 1837 
No  Stars,  Mintmark  reverse  - 1838-0 

Type  II 

Stars  Obverse,  No  Drapery,  Philadelphia  reverse  - 1838  to  1840 
Stars  Obverse,  No  Drapery,  Mint  mark  reverse  - 1839-0  to  1840-0 

Type  III 

Stars  Obverse,  With  Drapery, 

Philadelphia  reverse  - 1840  to  1853,  1856  to  1858 
Stars  Obverse,  With  Drapery, 

Mint  mark  reverse  1840-0  to  1853-0,  1856-0  to  1859-0 

Type  IV 

Stars  Obverse,  With  Drapery  &  Arrows, 

Philadelphia  reverse  - 1853  to  1855 

Stars  Obverse,  With  Drapery  &  Arrows, 

Mint  mark  reverse  - 1853-0  to  1855-0 
TypeV 

Stars  Obverse,  With  Drapery,  Thin  Liberty,  Hollow  Stars  - 1859 

Type  VI 

Legend  Obverse,  Cereal  Wreath  Reverse, 

Philadelphia  reverse  1860  to  1873 

Legend  Obverse,  Cereal  Wreath  Reverse 

Mint  mark  under  wreath  1860-0  to  1873-S 
Legend  Obverse,  Cereal  Wreath  Reverse 

Mint  mark  in  wreath  1871-S  to  1872-S 

Kam  Ahwash 
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SOME  ODDITIES  IN  THE  HALF  DIME  SERIES 


By 

KAMAL  M.  AHWASH 

In  the  half  dime  series  there  are  many  recut  date  and  overdate  vari- 
eties. Some  are  quite  rare  and  all  are  very  interesting.  In  this  article  I 
would  like  to  mention  a  few  of  these  varieties  and  present  photographs  to 
identify  them  for  those  readers  who  have  not  previously  seen  them.  Refer- 
ences will  be  made  to  earlier  works  on  half  dimes  by  Valentine,  Neil  and 
Breen. 

The  first  variety  that  I  wish  to  mention  is  the  1843/1843.  (A-l;  V-6a). 
The  picture  shows  the  entire  date  first  cut  too  low.  I  consider  this  variety 
quite  rare,  probably  R-7.  In  earlier  works  Neil  meruions  a  variety  (N-4)  with 
the  digit  I  recut  at  the  base.  Valentine  describes  a  variety  (V-6)  with  recut- 
ting  of  the  digits  I  and  8.  Breen  also  mentions  a  proof  with  a  triple  cut  date. 
I  have  owned  this  last  variety  as  an  UNC. 


1843/1843  HALF  DIME 

In  1844  there  is  a  variety  with  three  digits  of  the  date  recut.  The  picture 
clearly  shows  recutting  of  the  digits  1,  8  and  first  4.  (A-2;  V-3b;  N-2). 
Valentine  reported  a  variety  (V-3)  with  recutting  of  the  digits  I  &  8.  Neil  re- 
ported a  variety  (N-2)  with  a  re-engraved  date.  It  is  unclear  whether  he 
meant  recutting  in  several  digits  or  the  entire  date.  Breen  also  reports  a 
proof  with  the  first  4  in  the  date  recut  for  this  year.  In  1847  there  is  a  variety 
(V-l)  with  the  digits  I  &  8  recut.  I  consider  this  variety  quite  scarce.  No 
mention  of  it  is  made  by  either  Neil  or  Breen. 
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1844  HALF  DIME,  RECUT  184 


1847  HALF  DIME,  RECUT  18 


1849/6 

HALF  DIME 


Several  interesting  overdates  exist  for  the  year  1849.  There  is  the 
1849/6  described  by  Valentine  as  V-2.  For  this  variety  there  is  recutting 
within  both  loops  of  the  digit  9  in  the  date.  There  is  also  an  1849/8.  For  this 
variety  (V-4)  the  digit  8  shows  at  the  upper  right  and  the  lower  right  of  the 
digit  9.  This  last  variety  also  has  the  digit  4  recut  in  the  date.  In  terms  of 
rarity  I  have  found  the  1849/8  to  be  rarer  than  the  1849/6. 

There  are  a  number  of  other  overdate  varieties  in  the  half  dime  series. 
Perhaps  I  will  mention  these  in  another  article. 


1849/8  HALF  DIME 
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A  FEW  SELECTIONS 
FROM  B  &  B 


HALF  DIMES 
1838-0    Nice  Toned  VF-35  $280 


1840  WD.  Nice  XF  Sharp  .180 

1842-0  Sharp  VF-35   55 

1844-0  Large  0,G/ AG  16 

1849/6  Sharp  VF-35 ++  ...28 

1852-0  VF-25   55 

1853  No  Arrows  G-VF  24 

1855-0  Nice  VF-35  +   50 

1859  VF-20   35 

DIMES 

1840  WD.VG-F   $30 

1846  F  +  /VG   75 

1856  LD.  F-/VF  +Obv.  MarkslZ 

1868  F-15   25 

1885-S  Nice  VF-35   275 

QUARTERS 

1851  VG-10   $30 

1851-0  VG-10   170 

1852  VF-20  +   55 

1858-  S  VF-20   75 

1860-0  F-VF   22 

1862-S  F-15+   60 

1863  VF-20   35 

1867-S  F-12   45 

1873-  S  F-15   50 

1874-  S  F-15+   35 

1882  F-12   85 

DOLLARS 

1855  VG-6   $250 

1859-  S  VF-25  Bag  Marks  .  .  .275 
1862  VF-30  Holed  & 

plugged  225 

1864  VG-F-10+   170 

1865  VF-20  +   340 

1866  VG/F-10+   170 


ORDERING  INSTRUCTIONS 

1 .  All  orders  sent  postpaid  &  registered 
same  day  as  received. 

2.  Strict  B&D  grading. 

3.  Full  14  Day  return  privilege. 

4.  Indiana  residents  must  add  4%  state 
sales  tax. 

5.  All  items  subject  to  prior  sale. 


HALVES 


1841       Sharp  XF-45   $125 

1842-0  Small  Date  G-4  295 

1845       F-15+   55 

1846-0  Tall  Date,  Toned 

XF-45   350 

1848       XF-40  170 

1850  Sharp  XF-AU-45+    .  280 

1851  XF-40  +   270 

1852  VF-XF-35+  +   280 

1852-0    AU-55   420 

1858-  S    VF-35   90 

1859-  S    VF-35   90 

1860      XF-45   250 

1863  VG-8+   30 

1864  VF-30   90 

1865  VF-IORev.  Scr   40 

1866-S  No  Motto  VG-F-10+  65 

1866  XF-40   120 

1867  XF-45   165 

1868  VF-35   155 

1870-  S    XF-40  +   90 

1871-  CC    F-15+  225 

1872-  CC    VF-25  +   120 

1873-  CC  With  Arrows  G-4  ...  22 
1881       G-6   115 

1888  VG-8+   130 

1889  VG-10   140 

1891       VF-30   110 


^  (B  Coin  Company. 

"  specialising  in  Liberty  Seated  Coins" 

MEMBERS  -  ANA  -  RCDA  -  ISNA  ■  LSCC 
luy  -  Sell  -  Trade  -k  Bonk  &  Estate  Appraisals 


PHONE  317  /  9*a-«ll2 
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ALL  DATES  AND  GRADES 


LIBERTY  SEATED  COINS 


BOUGHT  -  SOLD  -  APPRAISED 


COLLECTIONS  PURCHASED 
AUCTIONS  CONDUCTED 


Our  representatives  will  travel 
Anywhere  in  the  World! 


APPRAISALS  FOR: 
Estates,  Banks,  Attorneys,  Insurance  Co's.,  Etc. 

IN  BUSINESS  OVER  40  YEARS! 

WRITE  OR  PHONE  TODAY. 


RARE  COIN  COMPANY  OF  AMERICA 

31  North  Clark  Street  •  Chicago.  Illinois  60602 
Telephone  (312)  346-3443 


AN  UNUSUAL  1891  DIME 

By 

John  W.  McCloskey 


I  have  always  made  it  a  practice  to  examine  as  many  Liberty  Seated 
coins  as  possible  when  I  attend  a  show  or  convention.  Frequently  nothing  of 
interest  is  found  but  occasionally  I  have  been  greatly  surprised  at  what  I 
have  observed.  One  of  the  most  unusual  pieces  that  I  have  found  is  the 
1891  dime  pictures  below.  In  this  variety  the  digit  9  in  the  date  has  two  tails. 
The  second  tail  shows  strongly  inside  the  lower  loop  of  the  9.  There  is  also 
evidence  of  recutting  inside  both  loops  of  the  digit  8  and  to  the  right  of  the 
second  I  in  the  date.  Several  die  cracks  can  also  be  seen  at  the  base  of  the 
digits  in  the  date. 

Even  though  this  variety  is  very  unusual  it  is  not  particularly  rare.  I 
have  seen  four  different  pieces  through  the  years,  all  above  VF.  The  best  of 
these  was  a  beautiful  sea  green  Gem  Unc.  which  I  saw  in  a  dealer's  stock 
almost  10  years  ago.  I  did  not  buy  this  coin  because  at  the  time  I  thought  it 
was  too  expensive.  That  coin  is  in  somebody's  collection  or  stock  today.  Do 
you  own  it? 

This  example  shows  that  even  the  common  dates  in  the  Seated  coinage 
are  worth  a  second  look.  You  never  know  when  you  will  find  something  un- 
usual or  different.  It  is  difficult  to  say  what  this  variety  is  worth  or  whether 
there  will  be  a  demand  for  it  among  collectors  but  to  the  true  numismatist, 
it  is  the  discovery  itself  that  provides  the  most  satisfaction  and  enjoyment. 


1891  DIME,  Two  Tailed  9 
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THE  1846  HALF  DOLLAR 

By 

John  W.  McCloskey 

The  1846  Tall  Date  half  dollar  is  one  of  the  most  widely  known  varieties 
in  the  Seated  half  series,  yet  it  is  often  difficult  to  recognize  by  many  collec- 
tors and  dealers.  At  the  recent  ANA  convention  I  saw  one  piece  that  was 
marked  as  a  Tall  Date  that  was  definitely  not  this  variety.  In  an  attempt  to 
clear  up  any  confusion  once  and  for  all,  we  have  featured  the  obverse  of  an 
1846  Tall  Date  half  on  the  cover  of  the  Journal.  Furthermore,  close  up  pic- 
tures of  the  dates  of  the  Tall  Date  and  the  Small  Date  varieties  have  been 
presented  for  observation  and  comparison.  The  two  varieties  are  easy  to 
distinguish  if  you  know  what  to  look  for  on  these  coins.  Overall  the  date  of 
the  Tall  Date  variety  measures  2.4mm  in  height  compared  to  the  2.1mm  of 
the  Small  Date  variety.  Specific  differences  in  the  date  of  the  two  varieties 
are  as  given  below: 

Tall  Date    1.  The  digit  1  has  a  thick  upper  serif  whose  lower 
edge  is  perpendicular  to  the  upright  of  the  digit. 

2.  The  crosslet  of  the  digit  4  is  distant  from  the  base 

of  the  digit. 

3.  The  digit  6  is  open,  the  ball  of  the  digit  distant  from 

the  lower  loop. 

Small  Date    1.  The  digit  1  has  a  thin  upper  serif  that  slopes  down 

from  the  upright  of  the  digit. 

2.  The  crosslet  of  the  digit  4  is  joined  to  the  base  of 

that  digit. 

3.  The  digit  6  is  closed,  the  ball  of  the  digit  close  to  the 

lower  loop. 


These  are  the  only  size  variations  in  the  date  of  the  1846  half  to  my 
knowledge.  The  Small  Date  is  sometimes  referred  to  as  the  Medium  Date, 
probably  because  the  date  on  the  1846  Small  Date  is  larger  than  the  dates  on 
halves  from  1839  to  1842.  Nevertheless,  Small  Date  is  the  most  commonly 
used  term  for  this  variety  and  I  have  decided  to  stick  with  this  convention. 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  close  up  picture  of  the  Tall  Date  variety  is 
not  of  the  same  coin  as  shown  on  the  cover.  The  close  up  shot  shows  a  vari- 
ety of  the  Tall  Date  with  recutting  at  the  left  base  of  both  the  digits  I  and  4.  I 
do  not  know  if  the  recutting  is  unusual  but  I  can  say  that  I  have  seen  another 
piece  with  the  same  characteristics. 


The  1846  Small  Date,  1846-0  Small  Date  and  the  1846  Tall  Date  are  all 
common  varieties  and  available  to  the  collector.  The  1846-0  Tall  Date  is  a 
scarce  variety  and  difficult  to  locate,  particularly  in  the  high  grades.  Please 
be  careful  when  purchasing  the  Tall  Date  variety  and  make  sure  the  piece 
is  as  described. 
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1846  Tall  Date  Half  Dollar 


1846  Small  Date  Half  Dollar 


A  discussion  of  half  dollars  of  1846  would  not  be  complete  without  mention 
of  another  famous  variety  of  this  year,  the  1846/ Horizontal  6.  This  variety 
is  of  the  Small  Date  type  where  the  digit  6  in  the  date  appears  to  be  punched 
over  another  6  lying  on  its  side.  The  original  punch  shows  most  prominently 
between  the  digits  4  and  6  with  the  top  of  the  horizontal  6  touching  the 
crosslet  of  the  digit  4.  This  variety  is  rare  but  available  to  the  interested 
collector.  It  is  also  easy  to  recognize  with  the  recutting  still  prominently 
visible  on  well  worn  pieces. 

The  cover  photo  and  the  three  close-up  shots  of  the  1846  half  dollars  were 
taken  by  Tom  Mulvaney  at  Paramount  International  Coin  Corporation 


e 
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1846/ Horizontal  6  Half  Dollar 


%  Essex  offers 
r  Liberty  Seated  and 
other  fine  U.S.  coins. 

Write  for  "Coins  and  Comment" 

ESSEX  NUMI»lAnC  PROPERTIES,  INC. 

Eminent  deaiers  in  rare  coins.  h 

Phoebe  Hart  House/The  Hill,  Portsmouth.  N  H  03801  603-436-7974 
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LIBERTY  SEATED  COINS 
FROM  MISAMIR  COMPANY 

A  Nice  Selection  of  Varities: 
HALF  DIMES 


1844/184  XF-40/VF  $25 

1844-  0  Large  O  Good,  Reverse  mark  16 

1845/1845  XF+   120 

1848  Large  Date  Good   7 

1858/  Inverted  Date,  VG  20 

1860/0  XF-45+   85 

DIMES 

1838  Small  Stars  XF-40  Some  marks   $75 

1843/1843  VF-25  176 

1845/5  VF-30/20   40 

1850-0  Small  oVG  11 

1856-  0/56  XF  +  ,  2  light  obverse  scratches   120 

1857-  0  Medium  0  Fine-15,  Obverse  marks   12 

1859-0  Medium  OVF-20  22 

1873  No  Arrows,  Open  3,  XF-45  +  ,  Whizzed   105 

1875-  S  Micros,  VF-25   35 

1 876-  CC  Doubled  Obverse  VG  +   40 

1 877  Type  I  Reverse  VF-25   25 

QUARTERS 

1845/5  Fine-12   $9 

HALVES 

1845-  0  No  Drapery,  Good   $14 

1862-S  Small  s,  XF-40  +   105 

1873  With  Arrows,  Quad-Sifipes    in  Shield,  Good   25 


Accurate  Grading  - 10  Day  Return 

BUYING  -  Nice  Coins,  especially  any  No  Arrows  Dimes,  Quarters 
and  Halves  dated  1873. 

MISAMIR  COMPANY 

P.O.  Box  166 
Auburn,  Mass.  01501 
Tele -617-754-3337 
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REVERSES  OF  THE  1839  QUARTER 

By 

JOHN  W.  MCCLOSKEY 


During  the  time  that  I  have  been  collecting  Seated  coins,  I  have  always 
spent  a  lot  of  time  studying  the  die  characteristics  of  the  pieces  in  my  collec- 
tion. I  make  these  studies  partly  out  of  curiosity  but  mostly  to  get  a  better 
understanding  of  the  design  used  on  these  coins.  These  studies  have  often 
led  to  some  surprises  and  have  frequently  provided  the  information  that  has 
eventually  led  to  new  discoveries.  I  would  agree  that  most  discoveries  are 
made  by  accident  but  I  have  found  that  a  keen  awareness  of  the  die  charac- 
teristics can  give  the  collector  a  better  chance  of  noticing  something  unusual 
or  different. 


Several  years  ago  while  studying  my  Seated  quarter  collection  I  noticed 
that  the  reverse  die  used  on  my  1838  quarter  was  not  identical  to  that  used  in 
striking  my  1839  quarter.  The  differences  were  minor  but  there  was  no 
doubt  that  the  dies  were  indeed  different.  I  was  aware  that  reverses  were 
sometimes  used  over  a  period  of  several  years  during  this  time  and  began 
wondering  if  perhaps  some  varieties  existed  for  these  early  Seated  quarters. 
I  therefore  began  to  examine  the  reverses  of  the  early  quarters  at  shows  and 
auctions  but  was  unable  to  find  anything  new.  Then  finally  one  day,  after  I 
had  all  but  given  up  hope  for  the  existance  of  reverse  varieties,  I  found  an 
1839  quarter  with  the  reverse  of  1838.  The  two  reverses  used  on  1839  quar- 
ters are  shown  in  the  pictures  and  can  most  easily  be  distinguished  by  ob- 
serving the  eagle's  claw  holding  the  three  arrows.  In  the  reverse  of  1838  the 
claw  is  open  with  the  talons  pointing  down  toward  the  stem  of  the  olive 
branch.  In  the  reverse  of  1839  the  claw  is  closed  with  the  talons  bent  up 
toward  the  feathers.  There  are  other  minor  differences  in  the  dies  of  the 
two  reverses  including  the  design  of  the  other  claw  holding  the  olive  branch. 

I  do  not  know  why  these  minor  changes  were  made  m  the  reverse 
design  at  this  time  but  such  changes  were  not  unusual  in  this  era.  The  re- 
verses of  most  of  the  other  denominations  were  slightly  modified  at  about 
this  same  time  as  were  many  of  the  obverse  designs  with  the  addition  of 
drapery. 

At  this  stage  I  have  no  estimate  of  relative  rarity  for  the  two  varieties. 
I  have  only  recently  discovered  the  variety  with  the  reverse  of  1838  and  have 
not  yet  had  an  opportunity  to  get  an  estimate  of  its  rarity.  I  will  examine 
pieces  as  I  see  them  at  shows  and  ask  others  what  experience  has  been  once 
they  have  had  a  chance  to  study  their  collections. 
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1839  QUARTER,  REVERSE  OFI838 


1839  QUARTER, 
CLOSED  CLAW  REVERSE 


Another  interesting  characteristic  of  these  reverses  is  worth  mention- 
ing at  this  time.  Both  reverses  of  the  1839  quarter  have  an  eagle  with  a 
tongue  as  shown  in  the  picture.  This  is  noteworthy  because  the  reverse  was 
modified  again  in  1840  the  third  time  in  three  years,  and  the  new  design  has 
an  eagle  without  a  tongue.  In  fact,  never  again  to  my  knowledge  is  a  re- 
verse design  used  in  which  the  eagle  has  a  tongue  through  the  entire  Seated 
quarter  series  to  1891.  I  have  often  wondered  if  the  third  reverse  design 
without  tongue  was  used  in  1839.  At  this  time  it  would  by  my  opinion  that 
the  new  reverse  without  tongue  was  not  used  in  1839,  but  was  introduced  at 
the  Philadelphia  mint  in  1840  at  the  same  time  as  the  new  obverse  design 
with  drapery.  This  logic  seems  reasonable  but  it  should  be  noted  that  the 
1840-0  no  drapery  quarter  has  a  reverse  design  without  a  tongue. 

The  pictures  of  the  1839  quarters  were  taken  by  Tom  Mulvaney  at 
Paramount  International  Coin  Corp. 


1839  QUARTER,  EAGLE 
WITH  TONGUE 
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A  masterpiece 
tyy  a  master  craftsman. 

Christian  Gobrecht  was  truly  a  master  craftsman.  His  Gobrecht  Dollar  is 
one  of  the  most  beautiful  pieces  ever  created. 

Just  as  Gobrecht  emphasized  quality  in  his  work,  we  emphasize  quality 
when  we  offer  the  coinage  he  designed.  We  have  over  750  high  quality 
Liberty  Seated  coins,  including  the  pictured  Gobrecht  Dollar,  all  valued  at 
over  $150,000. 

In  addition  to  offering  a  wide  selection  and  high  quality,  all  of  our 
seated  coins  are  accurately  graded  and  covered  by  our  grading  guarantee. 
This  means  that  when  you  order  from  us,  you  know  before  you  receive  the 
coin  that  it  is  property  graded. 

So  when  you're  looking  for  a  masterpiece,  look  for  our  ads  in  the 
leading  numismatic  publications.  We'll  have  the  Gobrecht  designed  coinage 
you  need  in  the  quality  you  desire. 

Steve  Ivy  Rare  Coin  Co. 

The  originator  of  the  guaranteed  grading  •ystcm 

2001  Bryan  Towmt  •  Suite  2205  •  DaUas,  Taxas  75201 
(214)  747.9631  •  WATS:  (1)  800-527.4503 


Any  coin  purchased  h-om  Steve  Ivy  Rare  Coin  Co.,  after  May  1, 1975,  will  adhere  to  the  standards 
of  the  ANA  Grading  Board.  If  not.  the  full  purchase  price  will  be  refunded  to  the  original 
purchaser  within  30  days  of  the  decision  by  the  Grading  Board.* 

'TbisappHestothegradeitselfandnottothedegreeswithmthatparti<xilargTxxle(l.e.AU(50)  us.  Ch.AU(55)).  This  alhws  for  legitimate 
dfferences  in  opinion.  Steve  /uy  Rare  Coin  Co.  retains  the  option  of  refunding  yiour  monev     replacing  with  a  suitable  coin. 


U.  S.  COINS 
TOP  QUALITY 
TOP  RARITY 

BOUGHT  AND  SOLD 

WRITE  FOR  QUOTES 
COMMISSIONS  EXECUTED 
AT  MOST 
MAJOR  AUCTIONS  -  5%  FEE 


JULIAN  LEIDMAN 

8439  GEORGIA  AVE. 
SILVER  SPRING,  MD.  20910 

TEL.  301  -  585-8467 


KAM'SKORNER 
by 

Kamal  M.  Ahwash 

ANA-ANS-ASA-LSCC 

A  question  and  answer  service  on  Liberty  Seated  coins.  Please  address 
all  questions  to:  Kam's  Korner,  c/o  Gobrecht  Journal,  5718  King 
Arthur  Dr.,  Kettering,  Ohio  45429. 

Q.  I  have  recently  purchased  an  1856-0  seated  half,  the  digit  1  in  the  date 
appears  to  be  doubled  and  the  6  seems  to  be  re-engraved.  Is  this  a 
common  variety  and  is  this  coin  worth  a  premium?  BT. 

A.  Beistle  lists  3  recut  dates  in  his  book  on  half  dollar  varieties  for  the 
1856-0.  These  are  as  follows:  1A)  Recut  date,  first  cutting  high  up  and 
close  to  the  base  of  Liberty,  the  second  shows  almost  the  full  width 
of  the  curl  of  the  6.  3C)  Figures  56  first  cut  below  the  present  position 
with  all  stars  on  the  left  recut,  4D)  Low  date,  the  6  is  recut.  The  diaits 
5  and  6  are  wider  spaced  than  are  185. 
Sight  unseen,  it  is  difficult  to  tell 
which  if  any  of  these  varieties  you 
own.  At  any  rate,  there  should  be  a 
slight  premium  for  this  piece  of  per- 
haps 5  to  10  percent  over  the  price 
of  a  regular  date.  I  have  seen  several 
varieties  of  recut  dates  for  the  1856-0 
half.  The  most  prominent  being  the 
Beistle  1A.  This  variety  is  also  listed 
in  Taxay's  Encyclopedia  of  US 
Coins.  It  is  certainly  not  common,  but 
is  not  considered  rare. 

Q.  I  have  an  1846  VF-h  dime.  How  scarce  is  this  piece  to  your  know- 
ledge? RH. 

A.  The  1846  VF  -i-  dime  is  a  very  nice  and  scarce  date.  There  are  probably 
around  10  known  in  XF  condition. 

Q.  I  have  a  proof  1859  transitional  pattern  dime.  Yeoman  does  not  state 
the  number  minted  in  the  Red  Book.  How  many  do  you  think  now 
exist?  HMB. 

A.  I  have  given  a  mintage  figure  of  100  in  my  book  on  Seated  dimes  but 
I  seriously  doubt  if  more  than  25  pieces  were  ever  made.  I  personally 
know  of  6  pieces  and  would  seriously  doubt  that  more  than  10-12 
pieces  exist  today. 
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Q.  I  recently  acquired  an  1858-S  Seated  6'\me  in  VF  condition.  In  your 
estimation,  how  many  of  this  date  exist  in  this  condition  or  better?  RC. 

A.  I  would  estimate  10  to  20  pieces  exist  in  VF,  5  to  15  in  XFand  no  more 
than  5  in  true  BU  condition. 

Q.  How  rare  is  the  1842-0  Small  Date  half  dollar  in  VF  and  XF  condi- 
tion? RS. 

A.  The  1842-0  Small  Date  half  is  a  very  scarce  coin  in  any  grade.  I  would 
estimate  20-30  exist  in  VF  and  probably  10-12  in  XF. 

Q.  Which  is  the  rarer,  the  1872-S  half  dime  with  S  in  wreath  or  with  S 
below  wreath?  DA. 

A.  I  feel  that  the  1872-S  half  dime  with  S  below  wreath  is  the  rarer  of  the 
two  varieties.  Incidently  there  are  three  sizes  of  S  mintmarks  below 
the  wreath  for  this  year.  There  are  Small,  Large  and  Huge  S  mint- 
marks.  The  Huge  S  is  a  little  larger  than  the  Large  S  above  and  below 
the  wreath  as  shown  by  Valentine  in  his  book  on  half  dimes. 

Q.  Abe  Kosoff's  monograph,  United  States  Dimes,  lists  a  variety  of  the 
1854-0  dime  with  "imperfect"  mint  mark,  the  "top  half  lacking". 
What  rarity  would  you  assign  this  variety  and  how  would  you  account 
for  it?  JMD. 


I  / 


\ 


/ 


1854-0  Dime 

A-1  Full  mint  mark 
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1854-0  Dime 

A-2  Imperfect  mint  mark 


A.  Both  the  1854-0  dime  and  half  dime  come  with  the  imperfect  mint 
mark.  The  dime  variety  was  definitely  struck  from  a  different  die  than 
the  one  that  shows  a  strong  full  mint  mark.  Some  of  the  weakness  in  a 
mint  mark  will  naturally  come  from  die  deterioration  but  in  this  case  I 
feel  that  the  mint  mark  was  just  weakly  struck  into  the  die.  In  uncir- 
culated condition  I  would  have  to  rate  the  imperfect  mint  mark  variety 
at  least  a  high  R-6  with  perhaps  10-20  pieces  known. 

BILLG.  CARPENTER 

P.O.  Box  U-1781 ,  University  of  South  Alabama,  Mobile,  Alabama  36688 
Accurate  Grading,  7-Day  Return  for  any  Reason,  Tel:  205-460-7735 

DIMES  QUARTERS 


1838 

Small  Stars  XF-40  .  . 

$88 

1839-0 

Small  0  VF-20  (Two 

lite  scratches)  

16 

1840-0 

Small  oVG-10 

19 

1840-0 

Small  0  Fine-12  nice 

.27 

1841-0 

Small  0  XF-40 

39 

1849 

XF-40   

29 

1851-0 

VF-30  Small  Rev.  Scr  21 

1872-CC 

VG-F10+  Full 

Liberty,Circular  mark 

on  Rev    165 

1873      N/AOpen3Good-6  12 


QUARTERS 


1858-0    VF-30  nice   $33 

1858-0    VF-20   22 

1860-0  VG-F-10(Full 

Liberty)  22 

1862  VF-20  (Dark)   16 

1862-S    AG-3   10 

1863  AbtFine-10-h   19 

1868-  S    AG-3   10 

1869-  S  AG-3  (Snot  visible)  19 
1869-S  VG:F-10(Full 

Liberty)  43 

1877      VF-30  (choice)  22 

1877-S    VF-20   11 


1838      VF-25   $37 

1840-  0    With  Drapery  VG-8  12 

1841  VG-8-h   27 

1841-  0    VF-25  (cleaned  but 

nice   29 

1842  Lg  Dt.  Fine-12  (rim 
bump)   66 

1842-  0  Lg  Dt.  Abt  Fine-10  +  12 
1844-0  VG-F-10  (cleaned—  .12 
1847      Perfect  Dt.  F-12  (rim 

bump)  14 

1847-0  VF-20  (weak  strike)  .39 
1849  About  Fine-10  +  .16 
1850-0    G-6  (uneven  wear)  ..14 


HALVES 

1841      Sm  Letters  (Obv. 

Mark)  VF-25  $18 

1843      VF-35  (Obv.  Mark)  .16 


1855-0    Good-4  7 

1864-S    Good-4   8 

1866      VG-8  (Cleaned)  .19 

1867-  S    F-VF-15-h   18 

1868-  S    Good-6  fi 

1869      Good-4    7 

1871-CC    AG-G-3-h   29 

1877-S    No  Drpy  Micro-s 

VG-8   15 


Will  trade  for  Seated  Quarters.  I  need  the  following  dates  in  arades 
from  AG  to  VP: 

1842-0  Sm.  Dt.,  1860-S,  1864-S,  1866,  1868,  1869,  1871-00 
1873-00  W/ A,  1885,  1886,  1887,  1888,  1889,  1891-0. 
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A  STUDY  OF  SEATED    QUARTER  REEDING 

By 

JOHN  W.  MCCLOSKEY 

Reference  has  been  nnade  in  recent  years  to  an  1876-CC quarter  with 
fine  reeding,  the  only  nnention  of  reeding  variation  that  I  have  seen  for  the 
quarter  series.  This  variety  however  represents  only  a  minor  part  of  the  to- 
tal story  on  edge  reeding  in  the  Seated  quarter  series.  For  the  past  several 
years  I  have  spent  many  hours  counting  the  reeds  on  these  quarters  and 
have  uncovered  some  definite  patterns.  There  are  indeed  a  number  of  reed- 
ing varieties  such  as  the  1876-CC  finely  reeded  quarter  but  the  general  pat- 
tern indicates  that  the  same  edge  reeding  was  used  for  periods  of  many 
years  at  each  of  the  mints.  As  such  the  edge  reeding  can  frequently  be  used 
to  detect  altered  pieces  and  it  is  for  this  reason  that  I  think  reeding  is  impor- 
tant to  the  numismatist. 

Over  the  years  I  have  been  able  to  identify  six  different  gauges  of  reed- 
ing on  the  quarters.  These  have  been  designated  as  Gauge  I  to  Gauge  6 
numerically  from  the  widest  to  the  narrowest  gauge.  Specific  information 
about  the  different  gauges  is  given  in  the  paragraphs  that  follow. 

Gauge  I  -  no  reeds  -  This  reeding  gauge  was  used  in  -striking  the  New 
Orleans  quarters  from  the  1849-0  through  to  the  1891-0  and 
the  San  Francisco  quarters  from  the  1859-S  to  the  1873-S. 
This  guage  was  never  used  at  the  Philadelphia  mint  to  my 
knowledge  so  that  edge  reeding  can  help  in  identifying  some 
of  the  rare  branch  mint  pieces. 

Gauge  2  -  113  reeds  -  This  is  the  most  common  reeding  gauge  used  in 
the  quarter  series  and  was  used  extensively  at  the 
Philadelphia  mint.  Used  for  all  Philadelphia  quarters  from 
1838  to  I860,  some  dated  from  1871  to  1875  and  all  from  1880  to 
1890.  Also  used  at  the  San  Francisco  mint  from  the  1855-S  to 
the  1858-S  and  at  the  Carson  City  mint  for  pieces  from  1876- 
CC  to  1878-CC.  This  reeding  is  very  similar  to  Gauge  I  but 
can  be  distinguished  from  it  by  careful  examination. 

Gauge  3  -  122  reeds-  Used  at  the  Philadelphia  mint  to  strike  pieces 
dated  1861  to  1879  and  also  used  for  the  1891.  Used  in  Carson 
City  to  strike  pieces  from  1870-CCto  1876-CC.  Thus  the  rare 
early  Carson  City  pieces  cannot  be  distinguished  from  the 
Philadelphia  pieces  of  the  same  year  by  edge  reeding. 

Gauge  4  -  |37  reeds  -  The  finest  reeding  used  at  the  San  Francisco  mint 
and  found  on  pieces  from  1874-S  to  I89I-S.  To  my  knowledge 
this  reeding  was  not  used  at  any  other  mint  and  can  there- 
fore be  used  to  identify  the  late  San  Francisco  pieces. 

Gauge  5  -  145  reeds  -  Used  in  the  early  years  at  the  New  Orleans  mint 
and  found  on  pieces  from  1840-0  to  1847-0.  This  fine  reeding 
thus  characterizes  all  early  New  Orleans  pieces  and  was  not 
used  at  any  other  mint  to  my  knowledge.  This  information 
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could  be  used  to  detect  any  attempt  to  remove  the  mint  mark 
from  an  1842-0  Small  Date  quarter  to  create  the  very  rare 
1842  Small  Date. 

Guage  6  -    153  reeds  -  Used  only  on  the  1876-CC  quarter  and  reported  as 
the  fine  reeding  variety  in  the  literature. 

The  above  list  of  reeding  variations  is  complete  as  I  know  it  for  the 
Seated  quarter  series.  Although  I  have  examined  many  pieces  there  could 
certainly  be  other  varieties  that  are  unknown  to  me.  You  must  realize  that  it 
is  all  but  impossible  to  examine  the  reeding  of  pieces  as  they  appear  in  coin 
holders  at  shows  so  my  studies  have  been  limited  to  my  own  collection  and 
other  pieces  that  I  have  had  the  opportunity  to  study  at  private  meetings. 

Some  reeding  varieties  do  exist  although  they  are  the  exception  rather 
than  the  rule.  In  particular  both  Gauges  2  and  3  were  used  at  the 
Philadelphia  mint  from  1871  to  1875.  Most  interesting  of  these  varieties  is 
the  fact  that  I  own  pieces  with  both  reeding  gauges  for  the  1873  No  Arrows, 
Closed  3  variety.  Another  interesting  date  for  reeding  variations  is  the  1876- 
CC.  I  own  pieces  with  reeding  Gauges  2,  3  and  6  for  this  date.  The  fine 
reeding  variety  is  considered  by  many  to  be  quite  rare  but  in  my  opinion  its 
rarity  has  been  greatly  exaggerated.  I  have  never  had  any  trouble  locating 
the  fine  reeding  variety  myself  and  can  only  say  that  I  own  five  distinct  die 
varieties  of  this  date  with  the  fine  reeding. 


FROM  THE  PRESIDENT 

When  I  attend  a  show  or  convention,  I  frequently  encounter  an  avid  Seated 
collector  who  has  never  seen  a  copy  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal.  While  notices 
of  our  publication  have  regularly  appeared  in  Coin  World  and  Numismatic 
News,  I  have  found  that  many  prospective  members  simply  do  not  take  the 
time  to  find  out  more  about  the  activities  of  LSCC.  I  am  convinced  that  more 
people  would  be  interested  in  the  Journal  if  they  could  actually  see  a  copy 
and  read  the  articles  that  we  are  publishing.  Here  is  where  you  may  be 
able  to  help.  It  strikes  me  that  tFeiGobrecht  Journal  would  make  a  nice 
Christmas  present  for  a  fellow  collector  and  friend.  For  $2  I  will  send  an 
extra  copy  of  Issue  #10  to  any  individual  specified  by  a  club  member.  I 
will  send  it  out  on  any  desired  date  and  include  a  personalized  note  from 
the  giver  if  requested. 

We  have  received  dues  for  the  new  club  year  from  most  members  and  a 
few  donations  to  the  club  in  recent  months.  Donations  received  are  as 
follows:  $20-D.M.X.  Fretwell  (#222),  $20-Maurice  Rosen  (#32).  $15-Reed 
Hahn  (#209),  $10-Carleton  Taylor  (#286),'  $5-Andrew  Mesaros  (#249), 
$5-George  Berry  (#56),  $5-Edwin  Leventhal  (#222),  and  $2-Peter  Dubester 
1^96)  .  I  wish  to  thank  these  members  for  their  generous  support  to  tr-e  club 
tor  the  current  year. 
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CLEARANCE  SALE 

Nice  circulated  coins  at  very  low  prices: 

HALF  DIMES  DIMES 


1840-0 

VG-10   

...  $7 

1847 

G-4  TvDe  1  -  nick 

..«))/ 

1840-0 

VF-30   

19 

1847 

VF-30  Type  2 

50 

1840-0 

XF-40  Small  0 

65 

1848 

VF-30  

.  .25 

1843 

XF-40  

39 

1851 

VF-30   

13 

1857-0 

VF-20   

17 

1854-0 

VF-30  Arrows 

15 

1857-0 

XF-40  Nick 

19 

1858-0 

F-15   

20 

1873-S 

XF-45  

29 

1889 

VG-8  Pin  hole 

2 

QUARTERS 

1853 

VF-25Arrows 

$19 

1856 

F-15   

.$7 

1854 

VF-20  Arrows 

13 

1859 

XF-40  Pitted 

10 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed  -  5  day  return  privilage. 
Grading  by  Photograde. 
Personal  checks  must  clear  bank. 


We  buy  and  Sell 

High  Quality  Rare  Coins. 

EDWARD  F.  CZAJKA 

EFC  RARE  COINS 


Member  of  A.N. A.  -  M.S.N.S.  -  L.S.C.C.  -  M.C.C 

Telephone  313-582-3939 

PO.  Box68  Dearborn,  Mich  48121 
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AT  THE  ANA,  ATLANTA  1977 


The  recent  ANA  Convention  in  Atlanta,  Georgia  provided  the  collector 
and  dealer  alike  with  the  opportunity  to  renew  old  acquaintances  and  to 
make  new  friends  in  the  numismatic  fraternity.  There  was  ample  opportu- 
nity to  buy  and  sell  and  an  ANA  Auction  with  many  interesting  and  unusual 
lots  of  seated  coins.  In  the  bourse  area  dealers  offered  everything  from  the 
rare  date  seated  material  in  choice  condition  down  to  the  common  date  ma- 
terial in  average  circulated  grades.  A  number  of  Seated  overdates  and  recut 
dates  were  available  to  the  variety  specialist  who  was  looking  for  that  unu- 
usual  or  interesting  piece.  Several  LSCC  members  indicated  that  they  were 
pleased  at  being  able  to  obtain  a  particularly  rare  or  elusive  date.  One 
member  indicated  that  he  was  able  to  buy  an  I87I-CC  dollar  and  another 
showed  me  a  nice  circulated  I87I-CC  dime  that  he  had  purchased.  Many 
other  rare  dates  in  all  seated  series  were  available  to  the  collector  who  had 
the  patience  and  persistance  to  search  the  bourse  tables. 

Last  year  the  Journal  featured  the  1873-CC  No  Arrows  quarter  on  the 
cover  of  Issues  #7-9.  This  same  coin  was  on  display  at  the  ANA  convention 
at  the  table  of  dealer  Julian  Leidman.  Mr.  Leidman  indicated  to  me  that  he 
was  not  himself  the  owner  of  the  coin  but  was  displaying  the  piece  on  behalf 
of  its  owners.  As  one  of  only  two  known  pieces  of  this  variety,  this  piece  is 
truely  a  choice  prize  in  the  Seated  Quarter  series.  Mr.  Leidman  indicated 
that  the  coin  was  for  sale.  The  asking  price— a  firm  $200,000. 

In  Issue  #9  of  the  Journal  the  feature  story  concerned  the  history  sur- 
rounding the  minting  of  the  1884  and  1885  Trade  Dollars.  Mention  was  made 
of  a  silverplated  Copper  Pattern  1884  specimen  that  was  owned  by  Bowers  & 

Ruddy  Galleries.  This  piece  has  since  been  sold  by  Bowers  &  Ruddy  and 
the  new  owner  had  the  piece  on  display  at  the  ANA  along  with  a  very  fine 
exhibit  of  varieties  and  oddities  in  the  Trade  Dollar  series. 

An  interesting  set  of  Seated  dimes  turned  up  at  the  convention.  This 
set  was  complete  by  date  and  mint  from  1837  to  1891  except  for  the  1880. 
Most  of  these  coins  were  in  nice  circulated  grades  with  the  highlight  of  the 
collection  being  a  high  grade  1874-CC.  Interestingly  enough  the  1866  and 
1867  pieces  were  proof,  again  indicating  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  circulat- 
ed examples  of  these  rare  dates.  No  varieties  were  included  in  the  set  and 
it  is  anybody's  guess  as  to  why  the  1880  was  missing. 

Another  item  of  note  was  the  appearance  of  a  fake  I87I-CC  dime.  Upon 
examination  I  noticed  that  the  piece  did  not  have  the  characteristic  wide 
reeding.  At  this  point  it  should  be  noted  that  all  early  Carson  City  dimes 
have  only  89  reeds  while  those  minted  during  this  era  in  Philadelphia  and 
San  Francisco  have  either  113  or  121  reeds.  Even  at  the  Carson  City  mint  the 
unusual  wide  reeding  was  discontinued  after  only  a  few  years  and  starting 
with  the  1875-CC  pieces,  the  reeding  gauge  was  switched  to  the  more  con- 
ventional 113  reeds  used  at  the  Philadelphia  mint.  The  early  rare  Carson 
City  issues  are  therefore  characterized  by  their  unusual  wide  reeding.  Thus 
when  the  piece  at  the  convention  did  not  have  the  proper  reeding  I  became 
suspicious  that  something  was  wrong.  I  next  examined  the  area  of  the  mint 
mark.   I  noted  that  the  mint  mark  was  positioned  differently  than  on  all 


27 


other  genuine  I87I-CC  dimes  that  I  had  seen  but  I  could  not  detect  any  signs 
to  indicate  that  the  mint  marl<  had  been  added  or  altered.  I  next  turned  my 
attention  to  the  obverse.  There  was  no  obvious  indication  that  the  date  had 
been  altered  on  this  coin  but  the  whole  obverse  was  very  rough,  giving  the 
impression  that  the  piece  had  been  buffed  or  scrubbed.  Further  examina- 
tion of  the  date  led  to  another  helpful  observation.  On  the  genuine  I87I-CC 
dime  the  serif  of  the  digit  7  in  the  date  slopes  down  to  the  left.  On  this  piece 
the  serif  sloped  down  to  the  right,  indicating  that  the  style  of  the  digit  7  was 
different  than  that  used  on  pieces  at  all  mints  in  1871.  A  final  observation 
was  then  made  on  the  reverse.  It  was  noted  that  the  piece  had  a  pointed  left 
ribbon  end  below  the  wreath,  a  characteristic  of  the  reverse  hub  that  was 
not  introduced  until  1876. 

In  conclusion  it  is  my  opinion  that  there  is  no  way  that  this  piece  could 
be  a  genuine  I87I-CC  dime.  The  die  characteristics  seem  to  indicate  that  the 
piece  is  a  genuine  1877-00  dime  which  has  been  altered  to  make  the  final  7 
in  the  date  look  like  the  digit  I.  It  is  my  opinion  that  the  whole  obverse  was 

then  processed  to  cover  up  any  evidence  that  the  coin  hao  oeen  altered. 

I  have  gone  into  such  detail  in  describing  this  altered  piece  for  two  rea- 
sons. First,  to  indicate  that  knowledge  of  die  characteristics  can  be  used  ef- 
fectively to  detect  attempts  to  fake  rarities  in  the  Seated  series.  Secondly, 
to  let  youknow  that  such  a  piece  exists  and  that  it  could  surface  again. 
When  I  told  the  dealer  who  had  the  piece  on  display  that  I  was  certain  it  was 
a  fake,  he  withdrew  the  piece  from  his  case.  He  said  that  he  had  not  yet 
purchased  the  coin  himself  and  that  he  would  return  it  to  the  person  who 
owned  it.  The  coin  is  likely  to  surface  again.  Make  sure  that  you  don 't  end 
up  with  it. 

The  Editor. 


WANTED 
1866  Philadelphia  Business  Strike  Dime 

Any  grade  from  good  to  very  fine. 

The  piece  must  be  from  the  Business  Stirke  die  as  shown  on 
page  200  of  the  Encyclopedia  of  Seated  Dimes  by  Kam  Ahwash  and 
as  pictured  on  page  4  of  Issue  #6  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal.  Will 
pay  a  good  price. 

George  Berry,  LSCC  #56 

630  Gridley  Street 
Akron,  Ohio  44306 
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In  acknowledgement  of  the  fine  and  devoted  services  performed  by  the 
officers  of  L.S.C.C.  and  for  the  many  instructional  hours  of  pure  enjo^'nr,ent 
received  from  reading  about  the  most  interesting  series  of  coins  .n  U.S. 
coinage. 


Samuel  Altman 

LSCC  #073 


SOME  LIBERTY  SEATED 

COINS  FOR  SALE 

HALF  DIMES 

QUARTERS 

1849-0 

Good,  Light  obverse 
and  reverse  scratches$19 

1867-S    VG-,  Full  LIBERTY 
obverse  scratches  .  . 

1853 

1853 

1853-0 

1864-S 

N/ A  F  +  ,  few  obv. 

nicks   

N/A,  nice  Fine  +  .  . 

N/AG/VG   

Good  +  Rough 
Surface   

39 
.45 
90 

17 

1868-S  VG/F   

1870  XF-,  Cleaned,  rev. 

dark  area  

1876-CC    AF,  fine  reeding  . 
1883      AF  obv  AG  rev 
1890      G  +  obv,  G-rev 

35 

85 
.19 

39 
.29 

1871-S 

G/VG  obverse  nicks 
DIMES 

.12 

1846 

VG/F,  Full  LIBERTY 
Sm.  Rev.  nick  $49 

HALVES 

1884-  S 

1885-  S 

Good  +   

Good-   

7 
65 

1842      Small  Date  AF 
1842      Small  Date  VF- 

.  <]>OU 

20  CENT  PIECES 

1855-S    AG- obv, 

G/VG  rev  

80 

1875-S 
1875-S 

G/VG   

$32 
30 

1862  AG   

22 

VG,  no  LIBERTY, 

1862  VG-   

1862  NiceVG+   

32 
139 

1875-CC  Good+   

35 

1872-CC  AG/G   

1873      No  Arrows, 

20 

QUARTERS 

Closed  3,  VG 
1874-CC  AG   

14 
59 

1844-0 

G/VG   

$8 

1847-0 

VG   

22 

1853-0 

VG   

12 

Jim  Snell 

1862-S 

Good   

25 

Box  256,  Wall  Street  Station 
New  York,  New  York  10005 

HONEST  GRADING- 10  DAYS  RETURN  -  ADD  $1  to  all  orders 

No  Personal  checks  please 

Phone  (Weekdays)  212-825-3847 
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NEWLY  REPORTED  ROTATED  REVERSE  ERRORS 


In  Issue  #9  of  the  Journal  we  reported  on  five  Rotated  Reverse  Errors  seen 
in  the  Liberty  Seated  series.  As  a  result  of  that  article  four  new  pieces  may 
be  added  to  the  list.  These  pieces  are  as  given  below. 

6.  1853  dime  with  arrows,  reverse  rotated  counterclockwise  through  50 
degrees.  This  piece  was  reported  by  Mr.  G.  Grimma  who  found  it  in 
hrs  coin  stock  after  reading  the  article  in  the  last  issue. 

7.  1865  dime,  reverse  rotated  through  180  degrees.  This  piece  was  re 
ported  by  Kam  Ahwash  and  is  mentioned  in  his  new  book  on  Seated 
dimes. 

8.  1853  quarter,  with  arrows,  reverse  rotated  counterclockwise  through  70 
degrees.  Reported  by  Mel  Hatfield  and  seen  at  the  ANA  in  Atlanta. 

9.  1861  quarter,  reverse  rotated  counterclockwise  through  70  degrees. 
Reported  by  Mel  Hatfield  and  seen  at  the  ANA  in  Atlanta. 

Of  the  nine  error  pieces  reported  to  date,  we  have  three  half  dimes, 
three  dimes  and  three  quarters.  Has  anybody  ever  seen  a  rotated  reverse 
on  a  Seated  half  or  a  Seated  dollar?  I  know  of  no  reason  why  such  errors 
could  not  occur  on  the  larger  coins. 

The  Editor 


MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION 


LiBERiy  Seated  Collectors  Club 


NAME 


ADDRESS 
CITY 


state 


ZIP 


I'M  A  COLLECTORD 


DEALERD 


COLLECTOR/DEALERD 


YOU  MAYD     MAY  NOTQ 

SEND  MY   NAME   AND  ADDRESS  TO  OTHER  CLUB  MEMBERS. 

I   COLLECT  BY  DATE  SEATED  HALF  DIMESD  DIMESD 
QUARTERSD      HALF  DOLLARSD         DOLLARSD  ALL  SEATEDD 


SIGNATURE 


DATE 


Membership  Fee  -  $5.00  per  year  plus  $2.00  initiation 
fee.  Fill  in  the  above  and  mail  with  $7.00  to: 


an 


Barbara  Hatfield  •  P.O.  Box  51  •  Marion,  Indiana  46952 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 


As  a  beginner  in  the  Liberty 
Seated  series,  I  found  the  article 
on  Liberty  Seated  Dollars- 
Scarcity/ Availability  by  Ron 
Severa  especially  useful.  I 
imagine  that  I  am  typical  in  com- 
ing to  Liberty  Seated  coins  only 
after  having  invested  and  col- 
lected other  US  series.  As  a 
somewhat  knowledgeable  collec- 
tor, I  realize  that  one  needs  a 
plan,  a  goal,  and  an  idea  of  what 
is  involved  in  collecting  a  series. 
Ron's  article  gives  that  needed 
overview.  I  would  hope  that  the 
Journal  would  feature  other  arti- 
cles of  this  type. 

Bob  O'  Brien 
LSCC  #363 


I  have  just  read  your  interesting 
article  in  the  Journal  on  "Liberty 
Seated  Rotated  Reverse  Errors". 
I  had  no  idea  they  were  so  rare. 
After  searching  my  stock,  I  am 
pleased  to  add  one  more  to  your 
list,  an  1853  Arrows  dime,  with 
the  reverse  rotated  CCW  50-55 
degrees  relative  to  the  obverse. 
Unfortunately  the  coin  grades 
only  Good  but  the  rotation  is  still 
there. 

G.  Grimma 
LSCC  #104 


As  you  know,  my  listing  of  Lib- 
erty Seated  Dollars  in  Issue  #8 
makes  reference  to  the  'quad- 
stripes"  variety  of  the  1844  dollar 
separately  with  words  suggest- 
ing it  is  scarcer  than  the  so- 
called  normal  variety.  This  is 
unintentional,  but  I  felt  it  was 
the  fairest  comment  at  the  time; 
let  me  explain  further.  My  list- 
ing made  reference  to  those  dol- 
lars advertised  at  auctions  and 
by  other  dealers.  Even  though  I 
now  believe  that  the  "quad- 
stripes"  variety  is  by  far  the 
more  common  of  the  two  vari- 
eties, almost  all  dealers  make  no 
reference  to  the  variety  they  are 
selling,  giving  the  impression 
that  all  those  offered  are  the  nor- 
mal die  variety.  My  own  experi- 
ence strongly  indicates  the  nor- 
mal die  to  be  much  the  scarcer 


as  I  have  seen  only  two  of  this 
variety  out  of  approximately  two 
dozen  pieces  examined.  I  intend 
to  acquire  both  types  for  my  own 
collection,  but  to  date  have  not 
seen  the  normal  variety  in  a 
grade  higher  than  fine. 

Along  the  same  lines  is  the 
search  for  the  1853  dollar  with  no 
"chin-whiskers".  This  date  is  by 
far  the  commonest  of  the  1853- 
1857  dollars,  yet  without  the 
"chin-whiskers"  it  is  extremely 
elusive.  I  have  seen  only  two 
pieces  without  "chin-whiskers" 
to  date,  both  in  very  low  grade. 
You  cannot  miss  the  "chin- 
whiskers"  variety  as  the  whisk- 
ers are  still  very  clear  even  on  an 
AG  piece. 

Ron  Severa 
LSCC  #305 
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NOTES  FROM  THE  SECRETARY-TREASURER 


Please  find  below  a  financial  statement  for  the  club  year  1976-77  as  pre- 
sented at  the  annual  L.S.C.C.  meeting  in  conjunction  with  the  A.N  A 
Convention  in  Atlanta. 

Liberty  Seated  Collectors  Club 

Beginning  Balance   $  291.91 

RECEIPTS: 

New  members   614.00 

Renewing  members   967.50 

Ad  receipts   780.00 

Magazine  Sales   151.00 

Donations   40.00  2,552.50 

Total  Available   $2,844.41 

DISBURSEMENTS 

Printing  expense  1,789.75 

Postage  &  office  expense   532.60 

Room  rental  fee   25.00 

A.N. A.  membership   20.00  2,367.35 


8/26/77  Cash  Balance   $  477.06 


Barbara  Hatfield 
Secretary-treasurer 


Your  comments  on  any  of  the  articles,  ads  or  club  policies  are  invited. 
This  is  your  club  and  the  Officers  are  dedicated  to  operating  it  on  behalf 
of  the  members.  Address  any  comments  to: 

John  McCloskey 

Editor,  Gobrecht  Journal 
5718  King  Arthur  Drive 
Kettering,  Ohio  45429 

32 


"SPECIALIZING" 
IN 

LIBERTY  SEATED 
HALF-DIMES 

DIMES 
QUARTERS 

BY  DATE,  VARIETY  &  GRADE 

Want  Lists  Solicited. 
Buying  ail  "Rare  Coins"  in  my  field. 
Call,  write  or  send  for  realistic  offer. 

KAMAL  M.  AHWASH 

"Knowledge  Through  Research" 
Numismatist 

ifjTQl  LM-ANA-1541  ^JiM 

ANS-ASA-LSCC-PAST-PRES. 

1 -(2 15)872-4936 
738  Pennsylvania  Ave,   •  Box  422  •      Media,  Penna  19063 


BUYING  &  SELLING 
ALL  RARE  AND  SCARCE 
LIBERTY  SEATED  COINAGE 

WE  EARNESTLY  SOLICIT  YOUR  WANT  LIST 


WE  ARE  IN  NEED  OF  NICE  GRADE  COMPLETE  OR  NEAR 
COMPLETE  SEATED  SETS  AND/OR  COLLECTIONS.  QUICK 
CONFIDENTIAL  CASH  ALWAYS  AVAILABLE. 

WE  PAY  "TOP  DOLLAR" 

STOP  BY  OUR  TABLE  AT  MOST 
MAJOR  COIN  SHOWS. 


B  &  B  COIN  CO. 

Bill  Grayson    *    Bob  Schweitzer 
ANA  —  RCDA  —  ISNA  —  LSCC  #1 
105  S.  MAIN  ST.    •    FAIRMOUNT,  IND.  46928 

Phone  (317)  948-41 11  or  41 12  (Coin  Dept.) 
10:30  A.M.  -  5:30  P.M.  Monday  through  Saturday 


